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Flexibility of the Labor Market and the Countermeasures in South Korea
—The Paradox of Neoliberalism—

By Kwangwook KIM'

+ Meijo Asian Research Center, Meijo University

Abstract

Discussion in countries of neoliberalism is one of the concepts showing globalization is characterized by acceptance, resis-
tance, and adjustment. In this research, it is aimed to check the working of adjustment looking back on the logic of the capital
that has especially emphasized economic liberalization; while confirming how neoliberalism has taken hold in general in the
society of South Korea as one of the countries in east Asia; and the labor side that has been resisting it.

To maintain labor flexibility to oppose the strong position of the labor unions and to reduce the labor costs, enterprises like
non-regular workers. However, it is a factor that the sales scale and the gross profits of enterprises also influence and lower
the productivity of labor to employ non-skilled, non-regular workers in case of requesting high skill levels of labor according to
industry.

As a result, the meaning of neoliberalism that relates to globalization in South Korea is confirmed by efficiency, productivity. It
is a urgent ploblem to build young, non-regular workers to secure the skill into educational training system in enterprises.

key words : neoliberalism, flexibility of labor market
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