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Globalization and Asia
An Overview of the MARC Research Project

HEPurpose of This Research

The Jasmine Revolution/Arab Spring, Economic Crisis in Eu-
rope, Protest against Income Inequality, Denuclearizing Energy
Sources... The global economy and politics have been drastically
shaken awake without cessation. A variety of media have been re-
porting opinions and shifting situations of glocal protesters.

This research project, “Globalization and Asia,” aims to ex-
plore “strategic responses” to so-called “globalization” by nation-
states, metropolitan areas, local communities, families/households,
and individuals primarily in Asia (and, by extension, “further re-
sponses” as a consequence to them), and, partly on the basis of
research results, work out “global public goods (GPGs)” that
are conducive to better glocal societies—specifically, models, tools,
methods, institutions, paradigms and other intermediate GPGs.

A total of eight members, including three overseas researchers,
have carried out intensive studies particularly with regard to 1.
“Neoliberalism” and Asian Countries [Kwangwook KIM], 2. Glob-
alization and Family Variability [Mutsuko TENDO], 3. Issues Con-
cerning Water Resources and Healthcare in Asia [Eiji OHNO and
Masafumi MORISUGI], 4. Transformation of Urban and Housing
Forms in a Transitional Economy,Vietnam [Shigeru FUKUSHIMA
and Du Phuoc Tan], 5. Globalization and the Urban Poor in Asia
[Dickella Gamaralalage Jagath Premakumara], and 6. On-the-
Move Glocal Societies and Urban Governance [Mitsuhiro TANI-
MURA]. This research team has also deepened academic discus-
sions at international seminars (—pp. 17-18) and workshops with
experts both in Japan and overseas.

HEMajor Outcomes of the Respective Focused Studies

The project members will sum up the outcomes of the respec-
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tive focused studies, including basic information on relevant arti-
cles published in journals and addresses of related Web pages, in
the following center-page spreads. “Globalization” has not just
simply accelerated various transitions, but also urges us to alter
how we perceive global societies, families/households and individ-
uals, and reconsider conventional means of designing/planning
those communities.
HFrom the Perspective of “Global Public Goods”

Moreover, major research outcomes that the project members
have attempted to present as “global public goods” are as fol-
lows. The MARC research project would be more fruitful if these
intermediate GPGs could lay the groundwork for further discus-
sions in the public arena.
1. “Neoliberalism” and Asian Countries

Kwangwook KIM has examined foreign aid policies from the
standpoint of overcoming contradictions brought on by “neolib-
eralism.” In particular, he has clarified the nature of Japan’s, Chi-
na’s, and South Korean’s aid policies for Sub-Saharan Africa, and
then discussed morals and a model of international cooperation in
the 21st century. (—pp. 3-4)
2. Globalization and Family Variability

Mutsuko TENDO has studied the effects that macroscopic fluc-
tuations of globalization would have on family strategies for child-
care and education. Especially, she has studied a tool that inter-
prets vectors for changes in light of a key demographic factor —
change in birthrates — and its socio-cultural backgrounds that are
viewed from an empowerment approach. (—pp. 5-6)
3. Issues Concerning Water Resources and Healthcare in Asia

In Asia, there are growing concerns about deteriorated water

Project Leader

Mitsuhiro TANIMURA, Dr.

Associate Professor, Faculty of Economics, Meijo University

quality and diseases associated with it. Eiji OHNO and Masafumi
MORISUGI have put forward an analytical model that, founded
on the “contingent value method” (CVM) with questionnaire sur-
veys, quantifies “willingness to pay” (WTP) for cutting the risk
of mortality and “value of statistical life” (VSL). These measures
would be useful for policy formulation/assessment. (—pp. 7-8)
4. Transformation of Urban and Housing Forms in a Transitional

Economy, Vietham

Based on case studies in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, Shigeru
FUKUSHIMA and Du Phuoc Tan examined linkages between glob-
alizing socio-economic structures and the individual housing pro-
cess, and provide a method to identify the mechanism of dynamic
urban housing formation in Asia. (—pp. 9-12)
5. Globalization and the Urban Poor in Asia

On the basis of case studies in Colombo, Sri Lanka, D.G.J. Pre-
makumara looked into marginalization of the urban poor, against
the backdrop of intensifying globalization. Notably through the
study of grassroots mechanisms to assist the vulnerable, he pro-
poses hammering out an alternative institution for improving in-
formal settlements. (— pp. 13-14)
6. On-the-Move Glocal Societies and Urban Governance

“Parallel Habitats” — synchronously inhabiting plural
places/spaces — are in the spotlight in a world of ever-
intensifying “globalization.” As a deepened paradigm of govern-
ance in response to the superposed living states, Mitsuhiro
TANIMURA has minted and developed the concept of “Quan-
tum Urban Governance.” (—pp. 15-16)
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“Neoliberalism” and Asian Countries
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Entering the 21st century, how did China and South Korea, neighboring
countries that began having larger political and economic influence to-
ward the world, receive, resist and adjust neoliberalism? This study focus-
es on FTAs, the flexibility of the labor market, and foreign aid policy. Also

Q ra—rMEET V7

investigated is international cooperation demanded in this time of change.

HExtra Economic Factors in the KORUS FTA

Against the background of expanding and deepening cooper-
ation between nations in the economic field, the extra economic
factors are objects for consideration. These extra factors include
national security, political, psychological and emotional attach-
ments to other countries. Also considered is the expectation of
progress in the economic situation by the ratification of the Re-
public of Korea-US. Free Trade Agreement (hereinafter, the
KORUS FTA).

As of December 2008, neither the U.S. nor South Korea has rat-
ified the KORUS FTA, even though the majority of obstacles to
its ratification have been removed in both countries. One signifi-
cant obstacle, the restriction by South Korea of U.S. beef im-
ports, has been overcome, with the restriction being lifted in
June 2008. Another positive initiative has been South Korea join-
ing the U.S. visa waver program, which allows Koreans to travel
to the U.S. for tourism or business for up to 90 days without the
necessity of obtaining a visa.

The increased tension between North and South Korea is due
in part to the strengthening of ties between the U.S. and South
Korea. Consequently, this alliance has had a negative impact on
the security of East Asia. While continuously monitoring the ten-
sion of such a framework, it is necessary to consider the trade
exchanges and interactions between North Korea and northeast
Asian nations.

WFlexibility of the Labor Market and Countermea-

Part-time lecturer of Meijo University and ex-research fellow of the Asian Research Center at Meijo University. He received
his M.A. from Nagoya University and in 2004 his Ph.D. from Meijo University. His main research interests focus on Korea-
U.S.-Japan relations. His recent publications include Global South (co-author, 2012). Election in the Process to Democracy

(co-author, 2010), and International Political History in the Global Age (co-author, 2008).

sures in South Korea-The Paradox of Neoliberalism-

Discussion in countries of neoliberalism is one of the concepts
showing how globalization is characterized by acceptance, resis-
tance, and adjustment. In this research, it is aimed to check the
working of adjustment, looking back on the logic of capital that
has especially emphasized economic liberalization; while confirm-
ing how neoliberalism has taken hold in general in the society of
South Korea as one of the countries in East Asia; and the labor
side that has been resisting it.

To maintain labor flexibility to oppose the strong position of la-
bor unions and to reduce labor costs, enterprises prefer employ-
ing non-regular workers. However, the sales scale and gross prof-
its of enterprises also influence and lower labor productivity to
employ non-skilled, non-regular workers in case of requesting
high labor skills according to industry.

As a result, the meaning of neoliberalism that relates to globali-
zation in South Korea is confirmed by efficiency and productivi-
ty. It is an urgent problem to foster young, non-regular workers
to secure the necessary skills in educational training systems in
enterprises.

HFrom "Fish" to "Fishing Rod": Welfare and

Development in Sub-Saharan Africa

After World War II, Japan, China and South Korea developed
from foreign aid recipient countries into foreign aid donor coun-
tries, or have received and given aid simultaneously, although
the size and start of aid programs differ among the three coun-

tries; these countries have expanded the size of their aid pro-
grams. While many other countries, including those in East Asia,
are expanding dynamically, countries in Sub-Saharan Africa are
showing only slow growth. However, it is questioned that this
slow growth will continue in the future.

Since the end of the Cold War, there has been a massive influx
of foreign capital and goods due to the deregulation of Asian
countries' investment together with the liberalization of foreign
direct investment (FDI) under African governments. African
countries, which traditionally had trade and investment relations
on an extensive scale with Europe, are showing a marked in-
crease in trade with Asian countries. Economic growth is related
to the enlargement of the commodity market and regional devel-
opment.

While Sub-Saharan Africa is emerging as a new consumer matr-
ket, in East Asia, Japan, China and South Korea are competing
to obtain natural resources and expand the new commodity mar-
ket in this region. Africa is seeking solutions to quickly cope
with the demands of developing countries through partnerships
with Japan, China and South Korea; these countries are securing
the necessary technologies, capital and talented personnel. Sub-
Saharan Africa must make continuous efforts not only to con-
struct an infrastructure for its overall industry and expand medi-
cal educational facilities, but also to stop conflicts and secure po-
litical stability in the region.

Globalization and Asia e
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Tendo, M. et. al,, 2010, “Socio-Economic Determinants Af-

fecting the Demand for Children:A Pervasive Sense of

Crisis in Japan,” Meijo Asian Research Journal, Vol. 1, No.

1, pp.77-83.

KEWEF 2010 [ Bl - A LB EMIITER —RKIE- V=05 —-

ITARY YT ] [BBRF N CRE] 4671 75:9-21
REPEFITA 2011 [FHTTHBO EAAL—SCBINTE R -

HEHGRC R 2F kg e 53 [RIRL 25098 No.23

(1):65-76

HFM:HEF HEHSF AT RREAFAZREIZHMREECT B (HEP) BAHEHSFS
BHE BRI Y —F2BE FREFMTRRELSFECIHE- D08 — 271 X2y T3
# 2003 HEERE). [FREBOHSZI(RE 2004 HRBEY) HEHSZ-—RABEOLRXTAS

Mutsuk() TENDO, Ph.D. #ilBallantine, J.&F. Hammacks (#853R 2011 SFEE B A L,

BETEIEOHSER. GEELNEL
WTOTEBRICERTSESRRY—
R(BEE)ANDA Y Ea—DBRF. BRI
DB FITHEM BFERBROBEED
DMERE.FECRULEDTSA
N— b EXZZDEHEDYR— b,

Oral research with a businesswoman—
(right)— in Taiwan

She is a sales manager in the international division in the IT industry.
These days, many Taiwanese women go to university and then right
into their career work. Speaking of the balance between
professional work and private life, they have strong family support
network for childcare.

EFEEOBARABICET 1 YEL A YRR THODOBNBIERESE
EOUELEA DDOBMDKBEEBILICEE> T 2. 8BO &(F
EHEERBTIUAMNLSE,

Foreign Domestic Helpers meeting on Sundays in Hong Kong

Many foreign domestic helpers—from the Philippines, Indonesia and
Thailand— usually live in their employer’s residence and perform
various household duties and care
work. On weekends, they gather at I“ “K
parks, and share their hometown |

foods, language and information. %
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HOverview of the Research

The impact of globalization is not only about the hypermobili-
ty of capital, goods and information economies. It also has great
effects on family, women and reproduction issues around the
world. With a focus on women and reproduction strategies, a the-
oretical framework of women, labor and reproduction was elabo-
rated, and some empirical research on Asian women and child-
rearing strategies was conducted from a sociological perspective.
Oral research to inquire into family strategies was conducted in
Hong Kong and Taiwan, focusing on the declining birth rates
and women’s consciousness of childcare and work, and the hir-
ing of domestic female workers from abroad. From the perspec-
tive of comparative sociology, investigated was the social/cultu-
ral process where macroscopic fluctuations of globalization have
strong effects on daily life activities and family survival in these
competitive societies.
HEFeminization of Survival in Global Economy

The globalization of child care and housework brings the ambi-
tious and independent women of the world together: the career-
oriented upper-middle-class woman of a rich nation and a striv-

Professor of Faculty of Human Studies at Meijo University. Specializing in Sociology of Education, Women’s/Gender Studies, she received her M.A.
(Sociology) from Tokyo Woman’s Christian University, and her Ph.D.,(Education) from Waseda University, School of Education.
She is a member of the committee of the Japan Society of Educational Sociology, and also a member of the committee of the International Soci-

ety for Gender Studies in Japan.

She has been the head of the Gender Research Institute at Meijo University since 2006. She has published some books on child-rearing strategies
and knowledge transmission in Japanese society. Her current concern is the Great East Japan Earthquake disaster from women’s perspective.

ing woman from a developing county. R. S. Parrenas, a research-
er on women and migration, called this situation of women “serv-
ants of globalization”.

The process of globalization accelerates the trend toward glo-
bal re-division of women’s reproductive labor. We need to ex-
plore the new disparities among women in the world, and recon-
sider the relationships between the public and private spheres;
globalization in the public sphere; global financial institutions and
international politics, and the intimate sphere; and how the first
world comes to depend on migrants from poorer regions to pro-
vide child care, homemaking and sexual services.

The globalization of women’s work and roles poses important
challenges to anyone concerned about gender and economic ineq-
uity.

HlDeclining Birth Rates-Family Transformation and

Child-Rearing Strategies in Asia

Since the 1990s, the decline of the birth rate has become a so-
cial issue in Japan, and some regions in East Asia, such as Hong
Kong, Taiwan, South Korea and Singapore face the phenomenon
of lowest-low fertility rates. These countries and regions are mov-

ing toward becoming hyper-aged societies. The socio-economic
reasons affecting the birth rates are industrialization, urbaniza-
tion, modernization of life-styles, and changes in the meaning of
children. The phenomenon of “less children, more education”
strategies have spread widely among modern family mentalities.

In the 21st century, globalization has led to flexible labor mar-
ket arrangements. Global outsourcing and mega competition has
raised uncertainty in these societies through the downsizing of
employment. People tend to choose risk-averse decision-making
at each stage of their life-cycle, such as marriage and having a
baby, and this tendency will likely strengthen if society does not
provide an adequate safety net.

The socio-cultural reasons for the lowest-low birth rates in
East Asia are the transformation of family survival strategies,
such as female labor participation; double burden of paid and un-
paid work; and the acceleration of “less children, more educatio-
n” strategies of education-centered families. We need to consider
the impacts of the process of globalization, not only the economic
reasons but also the sociology of family, education, and demo-
graphy.

Globalization and Asia @
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and Healthcare in Asia
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Recently several countries along the Mekong River have en-
joyed dramatic economic progress with rapid urbanization.
Along with this, a lowering of the water level and a worsening of
water quality are also occurring. One may attribute this to re-
cent construction of a number of huge dams in Yunnan province
(nevertheless the upstream-downstream effect is currently de-
nied by China and Mekong River Committee in the technical pa-
per). Whatever the reason, the conflict over water resource be-
tween countries has become more severe than ever, as WHO
(2004) reports that 1.8 million people die of diarrhea annually and
that 65-70 newborn babies die every day in Vietnam. This is a
typical international river problem, a problem of the global com-
mons.

In this study, we have focused on death risk due to diarrhea
or certain digestive organ diseases. The most effective counter-
measure against the problem is to establish water supply and
sewage systems, and it is desirable to carry these out within the
residents' responsibility as far as possible. Then, how much are
they willing to pay to reduce their death risk? To answer this
question is intrinsically equivalent to evaluating one's life in mon-
etary terms, consistent with the methodology we advocate, Val-
ue of Statistical Life (VSL).

In this context, we conducted a questionnaire survey around
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HCM City, Mekong Delta in Vietnam and around Vientiane City
in Laos. The content of the questionnaire asked the Willingness
to Pay (WTP) of residents to have the right to obtain improved
water resources for their daily use and avoid the risk of death.
With the data, we can know how much they evaluate their own
life in monetary terms regarding this subject, and also whether
or not they would agree to the establishment of water-related fa-
cilities by summing up the WTP as an Option Price (OP) com-
pared with the implementation cost. This kind of methodology
with the Contingent Valuation Method (CVM), is directly linked
to the context of Cost-Benefit Analysis under conditions of uncer-
tainty.

As a result, the estimated average values of WTP and VSL for
Vietnam (nominal GDP per capita in 2010: $1,174) are about $50
and $128,000, and for Laos (nominal GDP per capita in 2010: $984)
are $11 and $25,000. Because the configuration of range of death
risk in questionnaire is common for these two cases, the value of
WTP and VSL are almost proportional.

These results are also consistent with the Environmental Kuz-
nets Curve hypothesis, as the value of WTP, which shows the de-
gree of incentive for nations to improve their local environmen-
tal pollution problems, becomes larger as their wealth (indexed
by their income level) increases. The value for Vietnam is much

larger than that for Laos because of geographical reasons, as
Vietnam is located further downstream on the Mekong River.
And one can find easily that both values are at an insufficient
level for these countries to establish water supply and sewage
systems without any foreign aid. As a matter of interest, the
average annual payment for water services per household in Ja-
pan is around $300, and nominal GDP per capita in 2010 for Ja-
pan is $42,820. However accounting for the recent economic
growth rate of both Vietnam and Laos, one might see that the
net benefit to implement such facilities will turn positive soon.

To solve water quality related problems on an international riv-
er, especially for the construction of sewage systems on some
critical sites belong the basin, collaboration of all countries is ab-
solutely necessary. However, they each experience different sit-
uations regarding their stage of economic development, living
standards and culture, WTP, or consciousness of the problem,
and so on. The global public good, which is our research goal in
this subject, is the notion directly linked to the way to share and
manage the huge global commons, including the water resources
of the Mekong River. To realize this, one should keep in mind
that the principle of beneficiary to pay is superior concept to the
principle of ability to pay, and also that the net benefit of these
projects must come down to their lives crucially.
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Since 1986, Vietnam has pursued the Doi-
Moi policy, market-based economic reforms
with an outward-oriented economic policy. .
The emergence of a country as a transition- i
al economy has led to rapid transformation
of Vietnam’s economy and society. This
study aims to examine the changes in ur-
ban and housing forms of Ho Chi Minh City
and their factors’ structure under the Doi-
Moi process.

Saigon South Development
by a Foreign Affiliated Developer
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HEBackground and Research Objectives

Since 1986, Vietnam has pursued the Doi-Moi policy, economic
reforms to promote shifting from a centrally planned to market-
based economy and an outward-oriented economic policy. The
emergence of the country as a transitional economy has led to
rapid transformation of Vietnam’s economy and society under glo-
balization. This study intends to clarify the relations between the
transitional process of socio-economic structure and urban and
housing forms of Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC), the largest and most
dynamic economic center in the country that links the national
economy with the global economy. We examined some specific as-
pects and issues of urban forms in HCMC under the Doi-Moi and
globalization process, which include (1) the emergence of large-
scale urban development by foreign affiliated developers, (2) the
transformation of housing forms, and (3) the management of an in-
formal economic sector under a formalizing society. Our major
findings are discussed below.
HETransformation of Socio-economic Structure under

the Doi-Moi Policy

A favorable economic cycle formed gradually in the process of
economic development of HCMC. With the Doi-Moi policy, HCMC
could promote the manufacturing sector by attracting foreign di-
rect investment (FDI), resulting in increased exports and high
economic growth. The expansion of HCMC’ s local markets made
the trade and service sectors very active. In particular, the emer-
gence of the private sector generated more employment and im-
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proved industrial productivity. The massive increase in job oppor-
tunities attracted urban migration to HCMC. The increasing
regional population and further improvement in household income
expanded regional markets, again resulting in growth in trade
and services. The formalization of society in HCMC was facilita-
ted by changes in the labor structure that happened as a result of
shifting laborers from unregistered sectors to formal sectors. Im-
provements in education in HCMC also contributed to these
trends. Concurrently, individual and small-scale private industries
have also been increasing and active, so that the economy of
HCMC is characterized as a double-structured economy with for-
mal and informal sectors.
HEUrban Forms Created by a Foreign-affiliated

Developer and Development Strategy:

A Case Study of Saigon South Development (SSD)

Large foreign-affiliated developers are capable of bringing large
amounts of funding, modern technologies, and new ideas and con-
cepts in urban development in HCMC. SSD, a joint-venture of the
CT&D Group, a Taiwan-based developer, and the HCMC govern-
ment, brought huge economic impacts by changing an area from
wild marshland with low productive cultivation to an active mod-
ern city. The New City Center of SSD provides international busi-
ness functions and creates an international space and community
that contributes to enhancing the international business linkages.
The New City Center has become a model of modern urban devel-
opment in Vietnam in terms of the quality of urban space and de-

velopment methods.

The experience of SSD gives us important policy implications in
terms of how to control risks in large-scale urban development in
transitional economies like Vietnam. Many investment risks are
present because governments often intervene in market opera-
tions in situations with insufficient legal framework. The two ap-
proaches taken by the CT&D Group are very effective. One in-
volves building reliability with both the central and HCMC
governments by fulfilling the government’s needs such as provi-
sion of infrastructures, and development of a power plant and an
export processing industrial estate. The other was to create a
win-win approach to project development based on public and pri-
vate partnership. The other implication of SSD concerns its devel-
opment strategies. SSD creates international business functions
and adds value and brand awareness to its development by utiliz-
ing the potential of HCMC as an important node linking Vietnam
and the regional and global economies, and by emphasizing its
modern urban design and infrastructure with international stan-
dards to target foreigners and the local new rich.

On the other hand, one of its most significant negative effects is
the phenomenon of speculation that increased from the New City
Center project and that also caused inflation in land and housing
prices in HCMC. It is partially true that the urban spaces devel-
oped by foreign affiliates created global business and community
spaces, and with their real estates’ international value, is leading
to inflation of prices of local real estates.
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in a Transitional Economy, Vietnam

HETransformation of Urban Housing Forms

Since the 1990s, the Vietnamese government has introduced a
market mechanism for land and housing supply. The state abol-
ished the public housing delivery system and has moved for-
ward with a land and housing supply through the market. We
clarify characteristics and issues of the new land and housing de-
livery system of HCMC in the context of Vietnamese transitional
economy. Moreover, we conducted a questionnaire survey on
housing forms in HCMC to understand the types of housing ac- plot buyers build row houses or small detached houses (garden
cessible to those with different socio-economic attributes and houses) with permanent building materials such as concrete and
how they accessed them. bricks.

er accept the legalization and upgrading program of the HCMC
government, resulting in increased formal housing ownership.
HEManaging Informal Economic Activities

On the other hand, in the process of economic development of
the country, an informal economy is inevitable. Informal busines-
ses in HCMC provide job opportunities for relatively low educa-
ted migrants and non-migrants and supply many cheaper goods
and services. This study examines how informal retail and ser-
vice activities are managed on the streets of HCMC. The govern-
ment should implement a policy package that integrates both
economic enhancement and urban space management. A policy

velopers. They subdivide farmlands without enough services and
infrastructure provision and any permissions of the city authori-
ty and then sell the plots without formal registration of land use
rights (LURs). Because of such informality, the plots are afford-
able for low income people in HCMC. In HCMC, where land and
housing prices have been soaring and no housing finance is avail-
able, it has been very important for those desiring ordinary hous-
ing to access the land first, although they are informal plots. The

Since the 1990s, the Vietnamese govern-
ment has introduced a market mechanism
for land and housing supply. We examine
how it has impacted the actual land and |
housing supply mechanism in HCMC. More-
over we conducted a questionnaire survey
on HCMC housing forms to understand the |
types of housing accessible by those with
different socio-economic attributes and
how they accessed them.

£ T
Informal Housing Development

Upgraded Informal Housing Area
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Housing forms in HCMC under the Doi-Moi policy have been
created by formal and informal housing processes. This rather re-
flects the double-structured economy of HCMC. Managerial
workers of joint venture companies with foreign affiliates or
state companies, for example, or members of the new rich who
could manage their own businesses successfully associating with
the national economic growth access to formal housing owner-
ship in planned development areas, while the ordinary low in-
come population, the majority in HCMC, must seek informal
housing ownership in spontaneous suburbs. Informal housing has
been promoted by individual farmers and small-scale informal de-

Many residents of HCMC have been successfully improving
their housing condition, in association with socio-economic devel-
opment under the Doi-Moi policy and globalization. The upward-
filtering, equal-filtering in formal ownership, and upgrading ac-
counts for 32.2%, 31.9%, and 4.0% of changes, respectively, while
downward-filtering accounts for only 14.4% of changes. However,
housing disparity exists among those with different socio-econom-
ic attributes. The income gap among different education groups
in the younger generation is wider than that in the older genera-
tion, resulting in widening inequities in both household economy
and housing forms. However, many informal housing owners lat-

of providing training skills for informal workers should be fo-
cused on the younger generation. Because the younger genera-
tion with relatively higher educational background have stron-
ger intention to shift to formal or higher skilled jobs, the
government must support their intention by providing job train-
ing and micro loans. Regarding urban space management, the
government can allow more flexible use of streets for the infor-
mal sector by reserving certain areas for pedestrians and for
street vendors. The government should also build hawker’s cen-
ters so that traveling hawkers can set up more permanent stalls
there.
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This study examines the effects of globali- =
zation on marginalized communities: slums,
squatters and shanties, which are collective- |
ly called “informal settlements” in the glo-
bal south. Based on the literature review,
fieldworks and case study analysis carried
out in Colombo, Sri Lanka, the study pres-
ents some alternative policies and practical
suggestions for pro-poor growth and ena- =
bling policies for urban poverty reduction in
Asia.
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Globalization, the growing integration of economies and socie-
ties around the world, is a collection of complex processes. It va-
riously affects different regions, countries, and, their citizens. It
also has different meanings for different people. To some, globali-
zation is an inevitable, technologically driven process of increas-
ing economic and political relations between different countries
and regions. They argue that globalization is not merely a natu-
ral phenomenon, but also a major driving force to achieve eco-
nomic prosperity around the world.

To others, however, global economic integration leads to rising
global inequality, benefiting the rich proportionally more than
the poor. For them, widespread poverty and excessive inequality
remain key challenges in the world. They argue that multiple di-
mensions of poverty cannot be adequately explained or ad-
dressed by definitions and measurements based only on income
or consumption. Poverty is a deprivation of essential assets and
opportunities to which every human should be entitled. Individ-
uals as well as societies are also poor and tend to remain so if
they are not empowered to participate in making the decisions
that shape their lives. Poverty reduction strategies therefore
need to focus on promoting opportunity, facilitating empower-
ment, and enhancing human security.

At the macro level, this study examines recent trends and

Development planner, specializing in sustainable urban development in Asia. He has over 15 years of professional experi-
ence in development-related teaching, research and consultancy in the fields of urban slums and shanty upgrading, ur-
ban environmental planning and management, urban poverty reduction and community development, on which he has
worked in several countries in Asia. At present, he is a policy researcher at the Kitakyushu Urban Center of the Institute

for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) in Japan.

gives a selective review of poverty and inequality in globalizing
Asia. The findings reveal that Asia and the Pacific region ach-
ieved remarkable progress in terms of economic growth and in
reducing extreme poverty over the last two decades, though the
benefits attributed to globalization have not accrued to everyone
alike. In many countries, real incomes have fallen, and the costs
of living have gone up. Further, it was recorded that about 60%
of the world’s slum dwellers live in Asia.

One of the challenges ahead with many countries in the Asia
and Pacific region is therefore how to break the current impasse
by focusing on people’s concerns and aspirations and on better
ways to harness the potential of globalization itself. It is urgently
required that the benefits of globalization can be extended to
more people and better shared between and within countries,
with many more voices having an influence on its course. These
changes require new policies, political strategies and new forms
of governance to support the transition of cities from engines of
growth to their new role as agents of change.

At the micro level, this study examines the activities and ex-
periences of grassroots organizations in informal settlements in

Colombo, Sri Lanka in developing alternative mechanisms based
upon savings activities and community funds to manage social
risks and protection from absolute destitution. Colombo has been
rapidly developing as the economic and financial core of Sri Lan-
ka through its market-friendly economic reforms such as privati-
zation. However, marginalization of the poor in urban areas has
been progressing.

Given this situation, the Women’s Bank, a group of women in
informal settlements in Colombo, have established social safety
networks. This represents not only a revitalization of the tradi-
tional mutual self-help system, but also a new viable approach to
development that includes the whole of society. Their activities
are very effective in offering income protection, social welfare,
and encouraging sustainable social development to strengthen
the capacity of urban poor by creating social spaces to meet one
another, exchange experiences, and learn management together.
However, it is crucial to establish some macro level policy frame-
work that will foster and augment the development of grassroots
collective strategies on social protection.
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M Academic Salon on NGOs, Tsinghua University, China

Mitsuhiro Tanimura gave a presentation on “Innovating Quantum-
Mechanical Urban Governance in View of Parallel Habitats”at the
School of Public Policy and Management, Tsinghua University (Bei-
jing).in January 2011. The seminar was moderated by Professor
Wang Ming (President, NGO Research Center). Pioneering leaders,
including Professor Yu Jingzhi (Department of Physics, Tsinghua Uni-
versity) and Professor Duang Chengrong (School of Sociology and
Population Studies, Renmin University of China), offered their con-
structive'comments and suggestions.
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HEThe Origin of This Study

For the sake of argument on future “development” and “ur-
ban” issues, especially in light of migratory movements, Tani-
mura (2005; 2006) discussed the importance of widening the
scope to multilayered high mobility—at national, urban-regional,
and peripheral, as well as international levels. Tanimura also dis-
cussed the importance of considering that an increasingly mobile
society does not come to simply multiply flows but to encompass
“Parallel Habitats.”

In particular, “Beyond UN-Habitat's Classic Framework in Ur-
ban Development Strategies” (Tanimura 2006) looked into some
concrete cases of “Parallel Habitats.” In addition, as an innova-
tive idea of governance in response to the superposed “living”
states, he tentatively proposed “Quantum Urban Governance,”
which was inspired by the “Many-Worlds Interpretation” of
quantum mechanics.

HEDescriptions of Governance

by Analogy with Physics

For the international community, a critical challenge has been
to effectively formulate schemes and policies related to what is
called “Globalization/Urbanization for AlL” Above all, there will
soon be a grave need to more flexibly devise “governance,”
which would be a foundation for that type of untiring dialogue
and a piece of policy agenda. In view of the circumstances, this
study ventured away from conventional governance theories,
and aimed at building a theoretical framework of “conceivable
governance,” in paraphrase of discourses in physics (Tanimura
2009a; 2009b; 2011).

It might be said that conventional actors, such as civil society

Associate Professor at the Faculty of Economics, Meijo University, since 2008. He obtained a Master’s Degree in Urban Plan-
ning at the University of California, Los Angeles in 1989, and a Doctorate in Urban Engineering from:the University of Tokyo
in 1994. Two years later, he was Visiting Lecturer at the Department of Urban and Regional Planning, Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity, Bangkok. He then worked at the Foundation for Advanced Studies on International Development, and United Nations
University, Tokyo. He is currently Overseas Advisor for the China Association for NGO Cooperation, Beijing.

organizations and corporate citizens, have always been shown
special “Newtonian Urban Governance” in advance. In addition,
they have been taken in as though a world depicted in this light
had just been the general one. Then “Quantum Urban Govern-
ance” as a more comprehensive paradigm would highlight the
particularity of “sedentary inhabitants’ thought patterns.”

Tanimura (2009a; 2009b; 2011) experimentally showed that the
definition of “Parallel Habitats” raised in the beginning could be
tuned as “a quantum-mechanical superposition of an individual s
two or more ‘living’ states, ‘inhabiting’ territorial/non-territori-
al spaces, so as to ensure adequate solutions.” Likewise, “Quan-
tum Urban Governance” could be described as “a proposal of ur-
ban governance that makes a Many- ‘Habitats’ Interpretation of
the superposition of plural ‘living’ states (on the basis that over-
all coexistence ‘living’ states are real), implied by the concept of
‘Parallel Habitats’ —by taking a cue from the Many-Worlds In-
terpretation in quantum mechanics, deepening the Newtonian
paradigm for managing the fictional ‘sedentary’ society with ap-
proximate expressions.”

HEWith Discourses upon Those Who Are on the Move

Tanimura (2012), in a forthcoming article, further looks into key
concepts for those who are on the move, such as diasporas and
those involved in transnationalism, in order to cultivate the
above thoughts.

In addition, a case study of “Parallel Habitats” strategically
woven by Hui merchants in the history of China is now in prog-
ress (Cheng and Tanimura).
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Ho Chi Minh City Seminar “Asian Cities in the Globalization”
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The Meijo Asian Research Center and HCMC Institute for De-
velopment Studies jointly held the “Asian Cities in the Globaliza-
tion “ international seminar in Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC), Viet-
nam on February 22, 2011. This seminar was held in celebration
of the conclusion of the academic exchange agreement between
Meijo University (Research Institute, Faculty of Urban Science,
Graduate School of Urban Science) and HCMC Institute for De-
velopment Studies.

Globalization has produced economic development in various
Asian cities. Major cities in Asia work as a connection point be-
tween the global and domestic economy and are expected to
play the role of a growth engine. On the other hand, economic
globalization produces great economic change and inequality ex-
pansion and destroys the environment in the growth process.
Also, human mobility in both national and international level is
enhanced and settlement style is changed in the globalization.
The seminar was held to discuss the change of cities in Asia and
the problems of the development. A total of nine papers were
presented by the researchers from the Asia Research Center of
Meijo University, HCMC Institute for Development Studies, Insti-
tute of Urban Study and Infrastructure Development (IUSID),
and Ton Duc Thang University. From Meijo University, the pa-
pers “Transformation of Socio-economic Structure and Housing
Forms in Globalizing Kuala Lumpur Metropolitan Region, Malay-
sia (Fukushima),” “Descriptions of ‘Conceivable Governance’
by Analogy with Physics (Tanimura),” " Female Workers in Glo-
balizing Asia(Tendo),” “Technology Transfer: the Japanese Con-
tribution to Human Resources Development (Sadoi),” and “Urb-
an Poverty and Vulnerability in a Globalizing Colombo: A Role of
Grassroots Social Safety Networks (Premakumara)” were pre-
sented. From HCMC, the papers “Urbanization in HCMC and its
challenges: Some recommendations for sustainable development
(Nguyen T. Hoa),” “Saigon South Development - A result of
Doi-Moi policy in Vietnam under the globalization process (Du P.
Tan),” “Solving the problems for low income housing develop-
ment in HCMC (Nguyen T.B. Loan),” and “Urban Development
of Shanghai and Policy Implication to HCMC (Nguyen D. Son) "
were presented.

In the seminar there were about 70 local participants from
HCMC, HCMC Institute for Development Studies, universities
and research institutes in HCMC, international aid agencies, and
mass media. Active discussions were held on what HCMC should
learn from the experience of various Asian cities.

(by Shigeru FUKUSHIMA: reprinted from Newsletter 05)
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Korean Seminar “Seeking Regional Development in East Asia”
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The seminar was co-hosted by Hankyung National University
(HNU) and Meijo University on February 21, 2012 at the campus
of HNU, Anseong, South Korea. The theme of the seminar was

"Seeking Regional Development in East Asia". The sub-theme of

Part I focused on the dilemma between welfare and regional devel-
opment, a topic of concern for Japan and South Korea as donor
countries, Part II covered measures for securing revenue from re-
gional development. Introduced was a case study on the urban de-
velopment by foreign affiliated developer in HCMC and develop-
ment of less favored area in Seoul in the shadow of growth was
introduced, being carried out as concrete examples of community
development consider maintenance of the metropolis in mind.
Then in Part III, although the stages of growth differed, the corre-
lativity between economic growth and the environment was exam-
ined as it related to Vietnam and South Korea.

The seminar gave us the opportunity for Japan and South Ko-
rea to seek ways that can contribute toward regional development
in East Asia.

(by Kwangwook KIM)
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